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McGee brings hard-nosed game, work ethic to Trojans

Forward has North Pocono in
hunt for division title.

BY JOBY FAWCETT
STAFF WRITER

t's practice.
North Pocono players are

racing up and down the floor,
executing plays, breaking open and
taking shots.

As thSheOball goes up, Michael
McGee, sweat pouring fromhis bn?w,
crashes to the post and on a miss
attacks for a rebound and putback.

Later, he dives on the floor for a loose ball,
sacrificing his body, so that his group main-
tains possession.

When walking along the baseline as
others take their turns in the half-court
drill, he shouts instructions, guiding his
teammates.

It may be practice, but McGee
only knows one way to play He is a nose-to-
the-grindstone player, one who relies
heavily on a combination of ability and
commitment.

McGee's work ethic has made him a mod-
el student and a standout basketball player.

His contributions and dedication have led
to suceess.
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This season, his last, the 6-foot-2 forward
has the Trojans in contention for a Lacka-
wanna Division T title,

“We have been having a really good year,”
McGee said. “lt really started last spring.
We have been working hard. Qur motto is
‘Work hard every day, every play, and we
have been doing that lately

“We are all doing our parts.”

Like many in the sport, McGee got
started at an early age.
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“I always knew ;u Wnuubh.
1od plaver,” Blaine said. *He isa
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ime for all of his interests,

the way until junior high.
Occasionally now, when MeGee
needs to relax or unwind, he will
sit and just bang out a song or two
on the ebony and ivory keys.
“Playing the piano at a young
age really has helped me,” McGee
said. “1 was a shy kid and not out-
going, but with the piano, it helped
me build confidence that 1 use in
sparts and every day life.

“It's relaxing to just sit down
and play It's really fun for me,”

A keen interest in science
helped him keep schoolwork and
sports in perspective. MeGee
Incorporated his competitive spirit
as a member of the Science Olym-
piad team that boasts three region
al championships and trips to the
state competition.

“He is just a great kid,” Blaine
said. “In the classroom, which is
first obviously, he works really

» ! , \f 3 :ﬁ: 2y
While basketball had captured had when T'was
IS attention, MeGee balanced SpongeBob St
him holding

He began playing the piano and Plankton on the !
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with the program., :

His no-nonsense approach
coaching is well known, Fergu-
son’s teams in both girls and boys
basketball have won champion-
ships with a relentless, often suffo-
cating, defensive style and a delib-
erate offensive philosophy that
relies on sharp execution.

His teams have been on the win-
ning side of the ledger more often
than not, because of athletes will-
ng to buy-in and give an exhaus
tive effort every day

Having a player like McGee
helps fuel the philosophy,

“He has been the leader right
from the start,” Ferguson said. “His
example of how he pAgys._i
often you find someo G

t's not
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Ttdoesn't go unnoticed.
“He hustles for every rebound,”
Blaine said. *“That is just what we
need out there every night "
L[] ]

It's been a long road for McGeo.

One made smoother by petting as
much - if not more - out of hasket.
ball and school, than he has put in.

As the season marches on, he
will continue to pour his heart into
every opportunity, whether it be in
agame or at practice.

He and his teammates will contin
ue to reap the rewards of hard work,

“We are always there for each
other and we have a team that is
truly a family,” McGee said

rned-by‘CamScanner

bfawcent@timesshanwbok. com



