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(Volta's Pile) was developed about 1860 by Alessandro Volta. He stacked discs of copper, zinc, 
and cardboard soaked in salty water in alternate layers and measured an electronic current. 

Activity adapted from Neil Ardley. 101 Great Science Experiments. Dorling Kindersley, 1993. 
For instructions on creating a similar battery, see 
http://www.exploratorium.edu/snacks/hand_battery.html. 

For more information, see Rough Science episode 5: "Sun and Sea" 

 


